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Not a tourist | A letter from Mark Stachiew in Germany

Hockey night in Frankfurt

Accommodations
with a side of art

The Skwachàys Lodge in Vancouver. courtesy tourism vancouver

more than hotels

Where to find
unique stays
among murals,
ice sculptures
on the move

Loren
Christie

If you are a culture vulture who
prefers hotels that offer more
than just bed and breakfast,
consider staying at one of the
following purveyors of the arts.
Cosy, with cocktails
With only 19 guest rooms, Toronto’s Drake Hotel still manages to be the west end’s epicentre of cool. From the hotel’s
inception, the promotion and
sharing of art was always part
of the guest experience.
There are site-specific installations throughout the hotel
from conceptual installations
to murals to kinetic sculptures.
The collection is grounded in
contemporary Canadian art with
works by notable artists such as

Cayo Coco

Ken Lum, Isabelle Hayeur and
Evan Penny. The cocktail list is
pretty memorable, too!
Aboriginal art
Opened in the fall of 2014, the
18-room boutique Skwachàys
Lodge in Vancouver is perfect
for people interested in British Columbia’s aboriginal art
scene. Six of the city’s top hotel designers worked with six
First Nations artists to create 18
unique art installations, one for
each guest room. The hotel also
features an artists’ workshop,
traditional smudge room and
sweat lodge and is crowned by
a rooftop totem pole that reaches high above the city skyline.
Owned by the Vancouver Native Housing Society, 100 per
cent of the hotel’s profits go toward providing safe and affordable housing for Vancouver’s
urban aboriginal population.

open only during the winter
months, the hotel is redesigned
every year by a combination of
tradesmen and skilled artisans.
This past year’s theme of
space and time was represented in frozen sculptures of
everything from a Japanese tea
ceremony to the lunar landing,
carved into the walls of the hotel. This year’s theme will be
announced in December.

Do you want to meet local
people when you travel?
Here’s a tip: Attend a sporting event. You’ll sit with
thousands of them and the
ones seated next to you are
happy to talk, especially
if you’re rooting for the
home team.
I’ve seen NHL games in
several North American cities and met plenty of local
fans, but few of them could
top the enthusiasm I saw at
a hockey game in Frankfurt.
Yes, that Frankfurt, the one
in Germany.
While soccer is king in
Germany, the country has a
professional hockey league
known as the Deutsche
Eishockey Liga. While the
calibre of play in the DEL
may not be up to NHL lev-

els, it is plenty competitive
and highly entertaining.
In Frankfurt, the fans
cheer for the Löwen, or
Lions, a team that plays at
the Eissporthalle Frankfurt in the second tier
of the DEL. There
wasn’t a moment
during the game
when fans weren’t
waving flags, clapping, banging
drums and chanting songs. They only
paused between periods
in order to soothe their
hoarse throats with generous portions of German
beer while eating fistfuls
of sausages and pretzels.
In many ways, it seemed
that a horde of rabid soccer fans had been trans-

ported to a hockey rink,
superimposing their rituals
on a hockey game. Most
wore the black, white and
orange colours of the home
team, but many sported NHL sweaters of
various vintages
or those of other
European teams.
The opposition that night
was the Dresdner
Eislöwen. It was a
back-and-forth affair
that the visitors won
6-4, but even if the hometown fans didn’t go home
happy, I did because I knew
that the sport Canadians
love is in good hands in
Germany.

Contemporary in N.Z.
If you are travelling internationally, a personal favourite of mine
is the Museum Art Hotel in Wellington, New Zealand.
This 165-room Europeaninspired boutique hotel is
perfectly situated in the city
centre, opposite the city’s stunning harbour and Te Papa, New
Zealand’s national museum.
Although one could endlessly
people-watch the city’s hipsters
and trendsetters who frequent
the hotel’s Hippopotamus resKeeping cool
The Hôtel de Glace outside of taurant and bar, I could not take
Quebec City is the only ice hotel my eyes off the art.
in North America and, despite
Owner Chris Parkin showlacking some creature comforts cases more than 100 ceramics,
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CUBA VACATION SALE IN CAYO COCO!
Cayo Coco

Hotel Playa Coco ★★★★
Sep 25 • 1 week • All Inclusive

Cayo Coco

Sol Cayo Guillermo ★★★+

Hola Sun

Pestana Cayo Coco ★★★★
Sep 25 • 1 week • All Inclusive

Sep 25 • 1 week • All Inclusive

CUBA CO
LLECTION
2015-20
16

468

$

+$210 taxes & fees

498

$

+$210 taxes & fees

Best Advice, Best Price. 1•888•723•5247

2355 Skymark Avenue – Suite 200, Mississauga, ON, Canada L4W 4Y6 Ontario Reg #50010226

$

528

+$210 taxes & fees

NEW

Brochure

Cayo Coc
o
Cayo Guil
lermo
Cayo Larg
o
Cayo San
ta Maria
Cienfueg
os
Havana
Holguin
Santa Luc
ia
Santiago
de Cuba
Trinidad
Varadero

INCLUDES Free “tours” exclusive for Hola Sun
passengers when booking a package to Varadero, Cayo
Coco, Holguin, Havana, Santiago de Cuba or Camaguey.

Prices are in CAD, per person, based on double occupancy and subject to change without notice. Space is subject to availability at time of booking. Rates based on lowest room category offered. All departures are from Toronto on Cubana Airlines or Air Transat and
taxes of $210 must be added to the published rates. All ebb’s mentioned will reflect in the published rate. Refer to our 2014/2015 brochure for full terms and conditions. Hola Sun Holidays • 146 West Beaver Creek Rd., Unit 8, Richmond Hill, L4B 1C2. Ont Reg. 4062527.
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